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Teaching English as an international language:
What kinds of English should be taught in schools in Japan?
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Abstract: This article discusses how English as an international language should be taught
in elementary to high schools in Japan. English is now a means of communication among
people from different backgrounds. In this kind of interaction, culture-biased expressions
should be avoided for intelligibility reasons, for example. Also, native English speakers and
non-native speakers are required to be tolerant of a variety of English. With these
considerations, the author calls for a shift in English education in schools in Japan. Instead
of aiming to create speakers as close as possible to native English ones, school teachers in
Japan should encourage students to be speakers with their own identity who are motivated to
use English as an international language.
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